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Vermont Judiciary Commission on Mental Health and the Courts 

Third Annual Summit  

Thursday, September 25, 2025 from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Vermont Statehouse 

 

8:00 am                           Registration with Coffee/Fruit/Bagels 

8:30 – 9:45 am*               Welcome and Opening Remarks  

Vermont Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul Reiber 

Vermont State Senator Virginia (Ginny) Lyons  

                                         VT Dep’t of Mental Health Deputy Commissioner Samantha Sweet 

Keynote Speaker Margie Balfour, MD, PhD 

9:45 – 10:45 am*             Topic One – SIM Exercise Region Reports  

NE – Susan Russell, MSW, Community Restorative Justice Center 

NW – Melinda White, CRC, Recovery Coach Supervisor 

SW – Chris Davis, Rutland County Public Defender 

CN – Josh O’Hara, Chittenden County Public Defender 

SE – Mark Anderson – Windham County Sheriff. 

10:45 – 11:00 am             Break 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm*     Topic Two – Opportunities and Recommendations 

Scott Acus, Mental Health and the Courts Project Director 

Statewide Advisory Group Representatives  

- Hon. Thomas Zonay, Chief Superior Judge 

 

https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/about-vermont-judiciary/boards-and-committees/commission-on-mental-health
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10j0O9UM7RiHyPPKrvVl-1D1ItzBwK9U0gBJXey8kWtQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AgKiB3ghotJaLpSiooJrATAWpLTrbjPt5xHfsv93Cz4/edit?usp=sharing
https://humanservices.vermont.gov/press-release/new-deputy-commissioners-appointed-vermont-departments-mental-health-and-corrections
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OjMds3g3cUpSGWDQDIvZQkmTP9mmp-wG4OUP19YNyhU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thesparkvt.org/post/leading-with-compassion-to-foster-purpose-and-connection
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oqiRIaXRl03NL7HcMdjgo1_Y4oNFMGpwqUEOoRAOhNg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rutlandherald.com/new-public-defender-came-from-environmental-law/article_8ffb11f4-4ee3-5370-bc7d-18f02e4283e4.html
https://legacy.windhamcountyvt.gov/sheriff.php#:%7E:text=Sheriff%20Anderson%20began%20his%20adventure,Office%20becoming%20the%20Chief%20Deputy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t2Jsg-rXZTcgv3irn6_eEM7LJl-xaDDFmXPeaKNPCMM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kvrmY_IA8nYvjgInDQJOC8CEX_frmniFsrix6CxGckc/edit?usp=sharing
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- State Representative Daisy Berbeco; Pathways 

- Karen Godnick Barber, General Counsel VT Dep’t of Mental Health 

- Michelle O’Brien, National Center for State Courts Consultant                                   

 12:00 – 1:00 pm            Lunch in statehouse cafeteria  

 Optional Q & A with Dr. Margie Balfour in Ethan Allen Room 

 1:00 – 2:30 pm           Topic Three – Break-Out Sessions by SIM Region 

CN Region Facilitator Hon. John Pacht    

 SW Region Facilitator Hon. John Valente 

 SE Region Facilitator Hon. John Treadwell 

 NW & NE Regions Facilitator Hon. Mary Morrissey                                                                                             

2:30 – 2:45 pm             Break 

2:45 – 3:45 pm*            Topic Four – Break-Out Feedback 

                                     Chief Justice Paul Reiber, Moderator 

                             Break-Out SIM Region Reports by Facilitators                                                                                           

3:45 – 4:00 pm*               Next Steps and Wrap Up 

 

*Option to connect remotely via zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gt_xdUDFGvuJFR5s_yoKYP5xkhBu1WcaXIwBYlKeB_g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KWlIGrv65NMMc6KqI4CL2DwIN46bvEMN3rHmVvJiqxw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LBdyYJOhTNlFw8cuYhdh9nUiIrjsvoPIMNusFZp8uZ0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G0FEeq1L5E0BqgDPdrZPCHLIyod5_Vw-rv2zclhgBA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mm6-xmlwpO-iMXh4gTXF6KNyraVD-YB2qgpIquOxNbk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17FPEZNbkXVZgkJfMavcY3loZczTUJ4Cl6v1sl0alI8Y/edit?usp=sharing

