


e Individual Claims filed in a small claims court are not subject to
arbitration, as long as the matter stays in small claims court.
Id. The problem with Plaintiff’s argument is that the present matter was not filed in the Small
Claims Court Division, and it is not subject to this exception. The present matter was filed in the
Civil Division of the Vermont Superior Court and has been docketed and treated as such.

Based on the inapplicability of the exception, Defendant’s request for arbitration is timely
and appropriate. The parties are directed to contact and begin the arbitration process within the
next 60 days. 12 V.S.A. § 5674. The scope of this arbitration shall include Plaintiff’s primary
collection claim along with any available affirmative defenses and possible counterclaims with
Defendant. Either party shall confirm with the Court that arbitration has begun. The Court will
stay this matter for the 60 days leading to the parties’ arbitration, but it will dismiss this matter
unless a party seeks relief under the parties’ arbitration agreement. Id. The Parties may seek to
re-open this matter after arbitration if either side seeks to enforce the Order with the
understanding that short of some legal grounds arbitration is in lieu of court trials, and neither

party has a right of appeal.

So Ordered.
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