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Woodstock Selectboard 
application process explained

So far, one candidate has filed for the Aug. election

Woodstock high schoolers deliver SCOTUS-style 
arguments before Superior Court judge 

By Justin Bigos
Staff Writer

On Monday, 44 juniors 
and seniors from Woodstock 
Union High School (WUHS) 
bused to the Windsor County 
Superior Courthouse in Wood-
stock to present arguments in 
two mock cases recently heard 
by the Supreme Court of the 
United States (SCOTUS). Ac-
cording to Hon. Judge Alison 
Johannensen, assistant judge 
for Windsor County, she and 
the Hon. Judge Michael A. 
Ricci, the other assistant judge 
for Windsor County, conceived 
the educational field trip, and 
she reached out to WUHS with 
the idea, centered around the 
U.S.’s semiquincentennial. 

“Judge Ricci and I were 
thinking, for Windsor Coun-
ty we’d love to do something 
[for the 250th] to include the 
community, and so we reached 
out to [WUHS social studies 
teacher Steve] Smith and said 
that we were interested in do-
ing something with his AP 
government students and his 
history students for the 250th,” 
Johannensen told the Standard 
before the event. 

Smith quickly agreed to the 
proposal, she said, and then 
Hon. Judge H. Dickson Cor-
bett, superior judge for Wind-
sor County, offered to present 
a talk on the U.S. Declaration 
of Independence. The Vermont 
Bar Association got wind of 
the developing event and of-
fered to donate pocket-sized 
copies of the U.S. Constitution 
to all the students. 

The first-debated SCOTUS 
case revolved around the 
constitutional rights of trans-
gender athletes to perform in 
sporting events, and the sec-
ond case considered the legal-
ity of gun bans for marijuana 

users. “I just finished class 
where we were talking about 
the two cases, and one [trans-
gender sports participation] 
is especially sensitive. The 
students are working hard to 
be diplomatic and thoughtful 
in their statements about it,” 
Smith told the Standard. 

“We’re trying to base our 
arguments on the national 
arguments, so I printed out 
what the National Constitu-
tion Center said about this case 
[Little v. Hecox], and we are 
looking at the briefs filed on 
behalf of both the state of Ida-
ho, which is looking to restrict 
transgender participation, and 
this student, Lindsay Hecox, 
who is looking to play on the 
track and field team [at Boise 
St. University],” said Smith. 
“Some students have firsthand 
experience with the ‘transgen-
der participation in sports’ is-
sue,” he added.

“The other topic is whether 
a habitual user of marijuana, 
which is still illegal in New 
Hampshire, has to give up his 
handgun because he’s using il-
legal drugs,” said Smith, who 
cited a federal statute enforced 
by the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives (ATF). “I believe it’s the 
statute that got Hunter Biden a 
felony,” said Smith.

According to 11th-grader 
Khloi Bruso, the exercise in 
presenting mock arguments 
for actual SCOTUS cases be-
fore real-life Vermont judges 
was a rewarding experience. 
In the Little v. Hecox case, 
Bruso was on the side of Lit-
tle. “The case revolved around 
a trans female college athlete 
playing on a sports team, and 
my side was [arguing] that the 
Equal Protection Clause [in the 
Fourteenth Amendment of the 
Constitution] was getting vi-
olated for biological females. 
The other side was arguing for 
the athlete,” said Bruso. 

“It was a great experience. 
I think, firsthand, it’s definite-
ly hard to argue for a side that 
you don’t actually fully agree 
with, but you have to be able 
to. I think doing that definitely 
helps my perspective,” Bruso 
added.

Bruso’s teacher echoed that 
sentiment. “A goal of my class-
es is for students to understand 
that they can be passionate 
about their views, but ideally, 
we practice speaking with oth-
ers who hold different views, 

and we practice disagreeing 
with each other without dislik-
ing them. It’s possible to dis-
agree about the issue, but still 
respect each other as humans,” 
said Smith.

Judge Corbett’s talk on the 
Declaration of Independence 
dug deep into our nation’s 
history and offered profound 
questions to the students 
about America’s legacy and 
future. “I talked about the as-

sumptions that we would have 
had 250 years ago, in that we 
would have understood that 
we were being ruled by a mon-
arch. I talked about some of 
the American colonial expe-
riences that led us to question 
that assumption, but pointed 
out that what really motivated 
the American colonists to de-
clare independence above all 
was a new foundational idea, 
which was that all men are 
created equal,” Corbett told 
the Standard. “I talked about 
the language of the Declara-
tion, and about how successive 
generations have understood 
that promise.” Corbett’s talk 
included Frederick Douglass, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as 
canonical interpreters of the 
Declaration, as well as “the 
ways in which they asked in 
what ways the Declaration in 
their times remained unful-
filled.” 

“I invited the students to 
think about, for their genera-

tion, what will the Declaration 
mean to them, and what will 
the promise of equality mean 
for them,” added Corbett.

“I found Judge Corbett’s 
speech inspiring, and was 
pleased to see students refer-
ence the Judge’s ideas in lat-
er arguments. I also greatly 
appreciated the attention of 
[all] the judges to the students’ 
Constitutional arguments. The 
judges’ presence and attention 
certainly made it more pres-
tigious and memorable for us 
all,” said Smith.

“Other schools have come 
and used the courthouse, and 
it’s always a huge success. The 
kids just being in that space to 
do their arguments — it’s just 
different for them than doing it 
in the high school classroom,” 
said Johannensen. “I hope they 
learn that you can disagree 
and still be respectful. May-
be you’ll hear things that you 
didn’t really think about, and it 
causes you to shift your men-
tality and learn from it.”

From left: Mock justices Adelle Danilchick, Jake Blackburn, Elvis Lavallee, and 
Ukiah Jones-Welker listen to the instructions given about the court session.
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By Emma Stanton
Staff Writer
Next week, on Thursday, 

May 28, the Woodstock Select-
board will hold a public meet-
ing to interview applicants for 
two vacant selectboard seats. 
Following the recent resig-
nations of former selectboard 
chair Ray Bourgeois and for-
mer vice chair Laura Powell, 
the board now has just three 
members, barely enough for a 
quorum. 

After Powell’s resignation 

on May 5, the remaining se-
lectboard members decided 
to appoint two interim board 
members until an official elec-
tion can be held on Aug. 11. 
The process to be considered 
for the interim role differs 
from the process to be con-
sidered for election, Stephanie 
Appelfeller, Chief of Staff for 
the Town of Woodstock, told 
the Standard. 

“The application for the in-
terim board member will be 
due May 26 for anyone in-

terested in being considered 
during the May 28 hearing,” 
Appelfeller said. “Applica-
tions can be submitted to my-
self or administrative assistant 
Kitty Mears Koar.” 

The board will announce its 
interim appointments shortly 
after the hearing. 

An election is then sched-
uled for Aug. 11 for both seats. 
All those who want to run, 
including those who were ap-

See WOODSTOCK 
SELECTBOARD - Page 7A
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By Emily DeAlto and Matthias Sirch
For The Outside Story

A bog is a special natural community, characterized by 
deep, wet, and acidic soil below an open sky. Soft sphagnum 
mosses squish underfoot, dominating the surface of the bog 
and making up the mostly undecomposed organic soil below. 
The ground springs up and down with each step — a sign 
that the entire surface of vegetation is saturated with water 
and even floating in some cases. This enchanting little world 
selects an eclectic group of plants that, against all odds, can 
survive here in such wet, exposed, and nutrient-poor condi-
tions — something not many species can tolerate. 

Tussock cottongrass (Eriophorum vaginatum) is one of 
these iconic plants.  It’s in the sedge family (Cyperaceae), 
with straight, slender leaves that make it look quite similar 
to its cousins in the grass family (Poaceae). Upright stems 
extend from a tuft of slender leaves, and at the end of each 
stem grows a mass of soft, white hairs. About an inch in 
length, the hairs appear to be combed together such that the plant 
takes on the disguise of a cotton ball attached to the top of a 
blade of grass as tall as garden boots. Tussock cottongrass is 
distinct from other cottongrass species because it has only one 
white cotton ball per stalk. Tawny cottongrass (E. virginicum) 
also appears to have a single cotton ball inflorescence, but it 
gets its name from its distinct copper-colored hairs, which can 
help distinguish the two species. The long stalks of these cotton-

grasses wobble and wave in soft wind throughout the summer, 
a sprinkling of stars across the flat expanse that makes you feel 
like you’ve wandered into some kind of heaven. 

Not limited to just bogs, this plant is also found on New En-
gland’s mountaintops, sprouting between rocks across alpine 
zones. And it’s not the only species that is found both in bogs 
and alpine areas; black spruce, leatherleaf, and Labrador tea also 
straddle such seemingly different worlds. These alpine peaks are 

the first to hold snow in late fall and the last to lose it when 
the weather warms. Winds from the valleys topple or stunt 
the trees so that they form only a low hedge. 

Alpine zones and bogs have much in common, ecologi-
cally. They both are mostly treeless, or at least canopy-less, 
making them similar in terms of exposure. Both habitats 
lack a consistent supply of nutrients and get water only from 
rain and snow, which is acidic in the Northeast, rather than 
groundwater, which usually carries the minerals most plants 
need. And alpine zones and bogs are often much colder and 
wetter than their surroundings. 

The bog and the alpine are ecological battlegrounds in 
comparison to the dry, nutrient-rich slopes of northern hard-
wood forests. While saturation and acidity are typically 
considered obstacles for plants, they also make these bogs 
and alpine areas breeding grounds for evolution. High stress 
environments beget special features in plants to make them 
hardy in these especially challenging conditions. And like 

many of us who live in New England, the species that live here 
fare well in these weird, wet, and cold natural communities.

Despite being officially described as a wetland-obligate plant, 
meaning it is nearly always found in wetlands, tussock cotton-
grass creates its own microhabitat, allowing it to tolerate a wide 
variety of conditions. True to its name, it creates a tussock, or a 
thick clump of its own stems and leaves. Each plant grows into a 
bulbous bouquet of slender grass-like leaves, which, over time, 
raises the plant slightly above its surroundings. In wetlands, the 
tussock creates an elevated surface for the species to grow on 
as the water table rises throughout the growing season. In the 
alpine, the tussock growth form provides protection from harsh 
winds and a source of nutrients from the accumulated plant mat-
ter. A cottongrass seed can even germinate on top of an older tus-
sock, making the tussock a nursery for itself, like an old rotten 
log in the woods becoming the perfect spot for a tree seedling.  

Next time you’re out in a bog or the alpine, consider the strug-
gles and adaptations of the plants that live there. How do they 
handle the wind and cold? How do they handle the wetness and 
acidity? If you find tussock cottongrass swaying in the wind, 
take a moment to appreciate all that it does to survive in these 
harsh environments.

Emily DeAlto and Matthias Sirch are ecologists living in Bur-
lington, Vermont. Illustration by Adelaide Murphy Tyrol.  The 
Outside Story  is assigned and edited by  Northern Wood-
lands magazine and sponsored by the Wellborn Ecology Fund of 
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation: nhcf.org.
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Ferndean Farm builds on 
Sustainable Woodstock visit
Innovation happens in small, community-rooted places, 

where farms double as classrooms
By Madeline Raynolds
For Sustainable Woodstock

Sustainable Woodstock hosted 
a tour of Ferndean Farm this past 
March. The farm is now continuing to 
turn this public event into long-term 
partnerships for local food, youth op-
portunity, and year-round growing in 
the Upper Valley. As a follow-up to 
the March visit, the farm is sharing 
more about several initiatives that 
were already well underway before 
the event — and that the tour briefly 
brought into public view.

One key effort is the Prosper Valley 
Farming Collective, a collaboration 
among local farmers, educators, and 
community partners. The Collective’s 
goals are to strengthen year-round 
local food production, support farm-
er viability, and make cutting-edge 
growing practices accessible to small 
operations across our hill towns. By 
coordinating trials, sharing data and lessons learned, and pooling 
resources for infrastructure and technical assistance, the Prosper 
Valley Farming Collective aims to help farms stay resilient in 
the face of changing weather, rising costs, and shifting markets. 
A central motive is to ensure that the knowledge generated at 
places like Ferndean Farm can quickly translate into practical 
tools and strategies for other growers in the region, rather than 
remaining isolated on a single site.

Another initiative underway prior to the tour focus-
es on education and career pathways in controlled 
environment agriculture. Ferndean Farm has 
been working with the Community College of 
Vermont to shape a Controlled Environment 
Agriculture Certificate that high school stu-
dents can begin before graduation. This builds 
on an already approved Entrepreneurship 
Certificate, with the shared goal of braiding 
technical skills — how to grow — and business 
skills — how to build a viable enterprise — into 
a coherent pathway that keeps young people rooted in 
the region.

A third strand, also in motion before March, is the expansion of 
work-based learning and pre-apprenticeship opportunities con-
nected to Ferndean’s operations. Through partnerships with the 

Hartford Area Career and Technical 
Center, SEVCA, BRIC, and local 
employers, the farm has been helping 
to design placements where students 
can earn while they learn in agricul-
ture, food systems, and related fields. 
The motive is to align local workforce 
needs with meaningful youth experi-
ence, so that businesses see students 
as valuable contributors and students 
can imagine real futures here at home.

Ferndean Farm has likewise been 
deeply involved in the  Communi-
ty-School Roundtable and communi-
ty asset mapping  work that predates 
the Sustainable Woodstock tour. This 
initiative asks, “What do we already 
have, and how can we connect it bet-
ter?” By treating farms, food shelves, 
youth programs, makerspaces, and 
employers as shared community as-
sets, the Roundtable helps partners co-
ordinate rather than duplicate efforts. 

Ferndean’s hydroponic units and workshops are important piec-
es of this map, giving teachers and community groups a tangible 
place to connect climate resilience, food access, and hands-on 
learning.

Standing together amongst the vegetable-lined walls of the 
warm shipping container with the snow piled outside, it became 
easier to imagine a future where fresh, local food is available 

year-round, where young people see pathways into mean-
ingful green jobs, and where local businesses thrive 

by partnering with students and educators. From 
that vantage point, Ferndean Farm and its part-
ners are not just fine-tuning individual projects; 
they are seeking to sketch a new vision of what 
is possible in our region. It is a vision in which 
innovation happens in small, community-root-
ed places, where farms double as classrooms 

and laboratories, and where every new collabo-
ration moves us closer to a resilient, locally fed, 

and youth-powered economy. 
Madeline Raynolds is an educator, farmer, and com-

munity builder based in Woodstock, Vermont. She holds a Doc-
torate of Education from Northeastern University and believes 
that good food and good learning belong in the same conver-
sation.

Owner Madeline Raynolds demonstrates 
her vertical hydroponic growing setup 
at Sustainable Woodstock’s March open 
house at Ferndean Farm. 

Courtesy of Sustainable Woodstock

A champion of bogs and alpine areas: Tussock cottongrass

Students' day in court
As part of the observance of the United States’ 
250th anniversary, Woodstock Union High School 
(WUHS) students from Steve Smith’s social studies 
class participated in a mock Supreme Court session 
at the Windsor County Courthouse in Woodstock 
on Monday afternoon. After a presentation from 
Windsor Superior Court judge H. Dickson Corbett, 
the students — as mock lawyers and justices 
— explored the civic process by presenting 
arguments related to two cases recently heard by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. Above,  Smith outlines 
the upcoming mock court session. Below,  Judge 
Corbett, left, speaks to WUHS students in the 
courtroom.
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